
Science & Society
Initiative

SciSo is a group of people working at DESY, universities and other research institutes and who believe, 

that successful research and development is only possible, if

– it embeds in political and social discussions,

– it respects equal rights to participate in research and science,

– it is committed to sustainable concepts, and

– it has goals that are exclusively peaceful and improves the peaceful interaction and coexistence.

We want to promote theses ideas with a series of talks and discussion sessions.
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Use of chemical nerve agent 
Novichok against Navalny

– August 2020        Russian opposition leader loses consciousness on a flight in Russia (bbc.com) 

         After 2 days, he is transported to German hospital Charité in Berlin

      Russian prosecutors say there is no sign that a crime had been committed

– September 2020  German government: Toxicology tests showed he was poisoned with a nerve agent 

  Kremlin denied involvement in the poisoning of Navalny (bbc.com)      

– September 2020  French, Swedish labs confirm Navalny poisoned with Novichok (opcw.org)

– October 2020      OPCW: cholinesterase inhibitor (Novichok group) found in Navalny’s blood, 

        urine, skin samples and his water bottle (opcw.org)
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Use of chemical nerve agent 
Novichok against Navalny
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Background

Numerous prominent Putin critics/enemies were poisoned/murdered:

2006 – Alexander Litvinenko (former officer of the FSB and KGB) – poisoned with plutonium in the UK

2006 – Anna Politkovskaya (human rights activist) – assassinated in Russia

2015 – Boris Nemtsov (opposition politician) – assassinated in Russia

2015 and 2017 – Vladimir Kara-Murza (opposition politician) – poisoned with unknown substance in Russia

2018 – Sergei Skripal (former Russian military officer) – poisoned with Novichok in the UK

2018 – Pyotr Verzilov (activist) – "highly probable" that he had been poisoned (said Charité, Berlin) in Russia

2020 – Alexey Navalny (opposition politician) – poisoned with Novichok in Russia

and more...
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Consequences:
EU and UK sanctions

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/10/15/use-of-chemical-weapons-in-the-assassination-attempt-
on-alexei-navalny-eu-sanctions-six-individuals-and-one-entity/ 
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Consequences:
US sanctions

https://www.state.gov/u-s-sanctions-and-other-measures-imposed-on-russia-in-response-to-russias-use-of-chemical-weapons/
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